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Foreword 

It has been 18 years since Mark Lawlor edited the last full Guernsey Bird Report, although he 

has produced an annual Rarity Report from 2004 until the present.  

Thanks go to: 

Mark for his input on the rarer birds in this report. 

Trevor and Lesley Bourgaize who produced reports in the late 1980s which provided a valuable 

springboard.  

Jamie Hooper for his advice and help. 

The bird watchers who record their sightings.  

The local photographers are willing to have their work used by La Société Guernesiaise. 

Information for this report has been taken from the database on 

https://www.guernseybirds.org.gg and from some ringing records, managed by Rich and 

Margaret Austin. Recording is uneven. A rare bird will attract many records. Common species 

are often neglected. How people record is changing as the Nature Commission and Guernsey 

Biological Records Centre encourage the use of iRecord and some birders use the BTO app 

BirdTrack. Fortunately, data from both is available to the Ornithology Section and will be used 

in the 2024 report. 

Recording numbers is not an exact science, some birds may stay for a few days while others are 

only stopping for a rest or quick refuel. It’s not easy to decide which is which. Where best 

guesses are used, they err on the conservative side. 

Any mistakes or inaccuracies in the report are mine alone.  

Julie Davis 

Ornithology Section Secretary 

ornithology@societe.org.gg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.guernseybirds.org.gg/
mailto:ornithology@societe.org.gg
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Main Birdwatching Areas in Guernsey 

 

      Reserves owned or managed by La Société Guernesiaise 

 Other birdwatching areas 

 

1   Pleinmont 

2   Rocquaine Bay 

3   Silbe 

4   Les Vicheris & Rue            

Rocheuse 

5   Lihou Island 

6   Shingle Bank 

7   Colin Best Nature       

Reserve 

8   La Claire Mare 

9   Perelle 

10 Reservoir 

11 Fort Le Crocq 

12 Vazon, Richmond End 

13 Le Pré d’Enfer (Rue des 

Bergers) 

14 Fort Hommet 

15 Grandes Rocques 

16 Pecqueries 

17 Pulias 

18 La Garenne d’Anneville 

19 Jardin de Lorette 

20 Rousse 

21 Grande Havre 

22 Vale Pond 

23 Jaonneuse 

24 Le Grand Pré & La 

Marette 

25 Fort Doyle  

26 Bordeaux 

27 Belle Grève Bay 

28 Jerbourg 

29 La Corbière 

30 Les Tielles 

31 Fauxquets & Talbot 

Valleys 

32 Rue des Hougues
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First Migrant Dates since 2014 

 

 

Systematic List 

The order follows that of the Guernsey List 2023, compiled by Mark Lawlor. Scientific names are 

taken from Collins Bird Guide, 3rd edition 2022. 

For a more detailed list of sightings use the link: 

https://www.guernseybirds.org.gg/news/birdnews.php?y=2023 

Information about species marked with an * is taken from ‘Rare Birds in Guernsey 2023’, 

compiled by Mark Lawlor. It will be found in the documents section of our website when 

published.: https://www.guernseybirds.org.gg/ 

 

https://www.guernseybirds.org.gg/news/birdnews.php?y=2023
https://www.guernseybirds.org.gg/
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Brent Goose, Branta bernicla  Status: Quite common, winter visitor  

Flocks regularly spend the winter 

months along the west coast, 

parts of the east coast and in 

Herm. Maximum count 74 26th 

Jan CBNR (WRT). Most birds are 

the Dark-bellied subspecies, 

Branta bernicla bernicla. They 

overwinter in the islands before 

returning to the High Arctic 

tundra in Siberia to breed. 4 

Light-bellied Brent Geese, Branta 

bernicla hrota Shingle Bank 20th 

Nov (MAG). These birds would 

have come from their breeding grounds in the Canadian Arctic or Svalbard. The population 

peaked in the early 20th century. They eat eelgrass before moving onto salt marsh, fields and 

even parks to forage for other plants. In the 1930s a fungal disease caused eelgrass to 

disappear in many places along the Atlantic coastline of Europe. The birds were forced inland to 

feed and were easy prey for hunters. Numbers plummeted and by 1950 they were threatened 

with extinction. Limits on hunting is one of the measures that has helped the population to 

recover. It remains a vulnerable species as chicks are naturally predated on the breeding 

grounds, especially during poor lemming years. 

Canada Goose, Branta canadensis Status: Uncommon 

Maximum count 20 Barras Lane Fields 1st Jan (VF). Sightings at the Colin Best Nature Reserve 

(CBNR), La Grande Mare, Perelle and Vale Pond.  13 over Rue des Hougues, near the Reservoir 

29th May. Earliest return date 6 CBNR 27th Nov (MAG, WRT).  

*Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus Status: Rare 15th Record 

 A single bird was on the sea at L’Erée on 20th Mar having previously been seen passing Grandes 

Rocques. It may also have been present the day before. 

Shelduck, Tadorna tadorna Status: Common resident  

Shelduck is a large duck with unmistakable plumage – its name means ‘pied duck’. Commonly 

seen over the winter on the CBNR, particularly on the salt marsh. Maximum count 47 CBNR 12th 

Dec (WRT). Other locations for this species included Pleinmont Rocquaine, L’Erée, Lihou, La 

Claire Mare, Pulias, Grand Havre, Vale Pond, Belle Grève Bay and Herm.  
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Shoveler, Anas clypeata Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

Individuals provided a tick for New Year’s Day birders at La Claire Mare (DS, APL, JH, JB, MSV, 

JPD), CBNR (PJV, VF) and Rue Maingy. A pair were feeding on the scrape at CBNR on 28th Mar 

(WRT), last recorded overwintering date. First returning bird 1 La Grande Mare 22nd Sep. The 

only other sighting was a male at the East Arm of the Reservoir on 8th Nov (JH). 

Gadwall, Anas strepera Status: Scarce winter visitor 

Gadwall were only seen at La Claire Mare and the scrape on the CBNR. Several birdwatchers 

added it to their year list on 1st Jan, a maximum of 5 at La Claire Mare. 3 stayed until 3rd Jan. Up 

to 2 birds were present towards the end of the month and into early Feb. A pair were on the 

scrape in mid-Jan (WRT) and appeared to stay until the first week of Mar. 

Wigeon, Anas penelope Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

Only single sightings this year, an indication that this species is becoming less common. ‘Short-

stopping’ is when species that breed in the far north no longer need to migrate as far south as 

they used to, because of milder winters. One male Vale Pond on 16th and 17th Jan (DJC, AJB). 

Sightings at Le Pré d’Enfer 30th Mar (VF, APKL, JH), CBNR on 6th – 16th Apr (MCS, WRT, DS, JH). 3 

recorded birds show a surprising decline compared to recent years, although this year may be 

an exception. 

 

Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos Status: Common resident 

Widespread. Many individuals have white markings, a result of breeding with domestic 

varieties. Maximum count 175 Saumarez Park 12th Jan (JH). 

Teal, Anas crecca Status: Quite common winter visitor 

Seen at many wetland sites, La Claire Mare was the most popular. Over 50 2nd Jan (ADM, IKM). 

Smaller numbers were recorded at the Reservoir, Le Pré d'Enfer, Pulias, Perelle, Track Marais, 
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CBNR, Le Grand Pré and Vale Pond. Most left by the end of Apr although a single bird was seen 

La Claire Mare 14th May (ADM). Post-breeding birds were back in early Sep with the first 

returning bird a migrant juvenile on the shoreline at Perelle on 4th Sep (WRT). 

Tufted Duck, Aythya fuligula Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

These diving ducks take to the deeper 

water in several quarries – Juas, Paradis, 

Ville Baudu, Le Gallotin, and at the 

Reservoir. They are also attracted to the 

large manmade pond at Rue Maingy. 

Most sightings recorded 1-2 birds. 

Maximum count 5 Rue Maingy 1st Jan 

(APL, DS). Mostly gone by the end of 

Mar. Final date 1 male Le Gallotin 

Quarry 31st May (MPL). Post-breeding 

birds were back in the island in early Nov, a drake was spotted at the Reservoir on 3rd (WRT).  

Common Scoter, Melanitta nigra Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

Usually seen as a string of black dots through a scope on a sea watch. Individuals do come 

closer to shore, along the north and east coasts. 1 Bulwer Avenue and Belle Grève Bay 1st Jan 

(JB, PJV). Unusually, 3 flying east at Le Prevôté on 8th Apr (WRT). This was the last sighting until 

4th Aug when a single bird was observed on a sea watch at Jaonneuse (JH et al). Maximum 

count 25 La Vallette 21st Nov, flying north (VF, JF). Small numbers were observed through until 

24th Dec when 3 were seen at Pembroke (DJRA). 

*Goldeneye, Bucephala clangula Status: Vagrant      

A drake bird was found at Vale Pond on 21st Oct before relocating to the nearby sea in Grande 

Havre Bay. It was next seen flying over Grand Pré on 23rd. Unfortunately, a male Goldeneye was 

brought into the Animal Shelter on 16th Nov and died. Comparing plumage features, it appeared 

to be the same bird. A second male was seen on 24th and 25th Nov on the water sports pond at 

Rue Maingy Scout HQ (AJB et al). This species used to be a more regular winter visitor right up 

to the 1990s but has declined since and these are the first here since 2011. 

Goosander, Merganser merganser Status: Scarce winter visitor     

Like the Red-breasted Merganser, Goosander is a member of the sawbill family of ducks, but 

much less commonly seen in Guernsey. 1 female Reservoir 30th Jan (AJB) did not linger. 
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Red-breasted Merganser, Mergus serrator  Status: Uncommon winter visitor   

  

A few individuals usually seen over the winter around 

Perelle and the Shingle Bank. The first record 23rd Oct 

Shingle Bank (MAG). This was probably the same bird 

that was seen at Fort Hommet, Vazon and Fort Le 

Crocq around the same date. There were also 

sightings between Jaonneuse on 5th Nov and Fort Le 

Crocq on 22nd Nov. 

 

Red-legged Partridge, Alectoris rufa Status: Released birds 

3 Herm 2nd Mar (PJW) 

Pheasant, Phasianus colchicus Status: Quite common - feral 

Red-throated Diver, Gavia stellata Status: Rare winter visitor      

One in the Portelet, Rocquaine, Fort Grey area between 2nd and 10th Dec.   

Black-throated Diver, Gavia arctica Status: Uncommon winter visitor    

One L’Erée on 25th Jan (JH, DS et al). One Rousse on 8th and 9th Feb (APL, MPL, VF). An adult in 

summer plumage Rocquaine 29th Mar (WRT). One off La Vallette on 17th Nov (VF, JF). 

Great Northern Diver, Gavia immer Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

 

     

Mainly singles were seen off west coast beaches, including Portelet, Rocquaine, L’Erée, Vazon 

and Grandes Rocques. Further north and east at Rousse, Grand Havre, Les Amarreurs, 

Jaonneuse, Pembroke, Belle Grève and both St Sampson's and St Peter Port Harbours. First 

autumn date 3rd Nov Grandes Rocques (AJB), seen from his apartment swimming in very rough 

seas, so a good ‘home’ tick! Last spring date 8th Apr Pembroke offshore (MCS). 

Great 
Northern 
Diver 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

34 8 6 3 - - - - - - 13 24 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

15 5 5 2 - - - - - - 8 13 



 

 9 

Storm Petrel, Hydrobates pelagicus Status: Uncommon     

30 pelagic trip 20th Aug (MCS). True seabirds, only come ashore to breed, rarely seen close to 

the shore. A few individuals off Chouet (JH, VF, WRT) and Jaonneuse (KC, MPL, WRT, VF) in Aug 

and Nov. 

*Leach’s Petrel, Oceanodroma leucorhoa Status: Vagrant 6th record 

With hundreds of Leach’s Petrels forced up the English Channel by Storm Ciarán, it was not a 

surprise to record the species in 2023. A single bird was seen from Jaonneuse on 5th Nov, the 

first sighting from Guernsey since 2004 (KC, VF, MPL & WRT). 

Fulmar, Fulmarus glacialis Status: Quite Common 

resident Amongst the earliest birds to return to 

Guernsey preparatory to the breeding season. First 

return date 9 Petit Bôt 5th Jan east cliff ledges (JH). 

They also nest further along the south coast cliffs of 

Guernsey, the south-east cliffs on Herm and on Jethou. 

Last date 1st Sep, 2 St Martin’s Point (VF).  

 

 

*Cory's Shearwater, Calonectris diomedea borealis Status: Very rare     

With very large numbers congregating in the seas off south-west England, local birders had 

expectations that there may be some present in local waters, but they were not expecting the 

numbers involved. The first sighting was off Chouet on 2nd Aug, with two more noted on both 

4th and 5th. There was then a gap before the main surge began on 20th Aug when, as well as a 

single off Chouet, the pelagic trip estimated about 45 birds offshore, mostly southwest of 

Hanois. Birds were then seen every day from 22nd Aug to 2nd Sep totalling at least 200 birds, 

with some of the larger counts being 27 off Jaonneuse and c. 50 off Lihou on 27th, 28 off 

Jaonneuse on 28th and 50+ off there on 30th. In addition, seven late birds were off Chouet on 

25th Oct. Whether this becomes a regular summertime event, or whether it will be considered a 

one-off, only time will tell. 

Sooty Shearwater, Ardenna grisea  Status: Uncommon autumn migrant   

Autumn sea watches at Chouet and Jaonneuse recorded this large shearwater as they passed 

west on part of their annual 4,000-mile migration, returning to their breeding grounds in South 

America. 5 Chouet between 3rd and 5th Aug (PJV, JH, et al). 8 passed the sea watch rocks at 

Jaonnesue in Aug. Maximum count 11 on 29th Sep (WRT, VF, et al). The final date was 21st Nov, 

1 passed Jaonneuse (PJV). 
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Manx Shearwater, Puffinus puffinus  Status: Quite common, Local breeding record 

within the past 5 years   

Evidence of extremely limited breeding in an 

undisclosed location in the Bailiwick in 2021. Manx 

Shearwaters breed in old rabbit holes and their 

population has been severely affected by rodent 

predation. Often seen off Jaonneuse or from the 

Chouet hide. 30 on the sea south of the Scramble 

Track 27th Mar (WRT). Maximum count over 300 birds 

off Pleinmont 30th Apr (KC). Close view of one feeding 

close inshore Fort Doyle 29th Jul (MPL). 11 Grandes Rocques 30th Jul flying west (AJB). 

Manx 
Shearwater 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

- - 30 430 400 50 21 335 9 5 - - 

Number of 
days 
recorded 

- - 1 7 4 2 4 5 3 1 - - 

 

Balearic Shearwater, Puffinus mauretanicus  Status: Quite common summer and early 

autumn visitor   

Europe’s most critically endangered seabird. Significant numbers recorded in Channel Island 

waters in recent years as birds migrate from the Mediterranean after breeding. Rafts of several 

thousand have been counted in the past, particularly off Les Hanois. These numbers did not 

materialise around Guernsey this year. Maximum count 133 off Jaonneuse 6th Aug (ADM). 

Other locations included Chouet, Pleinmont, Pulias, the Shingle Bank, and Crève Coeur. 4 

pelagic trip 20th Aug (DS et al).  Co-ordinated Channel Island marine surveys are planned for 

2024. 

Little Grebe, Tachybaptus ruficollis   Status: Uncommon resident    

Little 
Grebe 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

7 3 4 1 - 2 - - - 3 10 3 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

8 2 2 1 - 1 - - - 3 7 3 
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Le Gallotin Quarry, Juas Quarry and Grosse Hougue 

Quarry all regular sites. Breeding Le Gallotin, an adult 

and juvenile seen on 23rd Jun (AJB). This site was also 

used for breeding in 2022. Occasionally seen around the 

coast 1 St Sampson’s Harbour 14th Jan (1, MPL). Other 

sites included Vale Pond, 5th Nov (4, MCS and JPD), La 

Claire Mare and the artificial pond at Rue Maingy. 

 

Red-necked Grebe, Podiceps grisegena Status: Scarce winter visitor    

A very early individual was seen fishing in Cobo on 19th Oct (MPL et al). 

Great Crested Grebe, Podiceps cristatus Status: Quite common winter visitor  

Usually seen in the shallow waters of Perelle and Belle Grève Bay. One was seen throughout Jan 

at Perelle, often sleeping in the middle of the bay (WRT). 14th Aug, an unusual date, 1 L’Erée, 

flew north (WRT).  Other locations included Le Catiorocq, the Shingle Bank, Rousse and Vazon. 

Slavonian Grebe, Podiceps auritus Status: Uncommon winter visitor     

One L’Erée from 2nd Jan. 2 on 8th Feb (MCS) and again on 4th Mar (APL). Final winter date was 1st 

Apr (MCS). First autumn date was 6th Dec (VF et al). 

*Glossy Ibis, Plegadis falcinellus Status: Very rare 5th record 

One was feeding in the fields along Barras Lane between 7th and 10th Nov (VF et al) 

Spoonbill, Platalea leucorodia Status: Scarce 

La Claire Mare 2 on 13th May (PJV), one 11th Jun (DJC) may have been one of the birds from the 

previous month. One Vale Pond on 24th Jun (PJV). The following month one was seen for a final 

time back at La Claire Mare (AJB). They are breeding successfully in Norfolk where the chicks 

are affectionately known as ‘teaspoons’! 

*Night Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax Status: Vagrant 7th and 8th records 

On 13th Apr, an adult bird flew into the roadside pond at Rousse during a heavy rain shower 

(MPL et al). It was extremely elusive, resting in gardens for a few hours before flying off south 

later in the day. A second adult bird was more obliging, feeding at Vale Pond on and off 

between 4th and 10th Jun. These birds are the first sightings of this southern European species 

since 1997. 
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Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis Status: Scarce    

Numbers increasing significantly and birds staying for longer. Five years ago in 2018, records 

from Mar, May and from Aug through to Dec. This year they were present in every month 

except Jun and Jul. They are an important species when considering the impacts of climate 

change on our bird population. Two La Ramée 4th Jan (RAF). 25 Reservoir 11th Jan (AJB). 

Maximum count 35 Reservoir 5th Apr (WRT).   

   

Monthly maxima  

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

25 16 32 35 - - 1 1 4 26 19 - 
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Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea Status: Quite common, nesting record within the past 5 years 

Mostly in wetland areas and rocky outcrops along the 

shoreline. Local breeding records rare. A pair nested at the 

reservoir in 2022 and the site was visited this year (WRT). 14 

Les Bordes, La Claire Mare 8th Jan, daytime roost (PJV, JEV), 

14 Vale Pond 3rd Oct (DJC et al). 

 

Grey 
Heron 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

38 5 16 8 6 4 8 15 14 34 4 19 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

 9                                                   4 9 3 7 8 4 10 5 7 7 7 

 

Great White Egret, Ardea alba Status: Scarce  

Increasing numbers as this species is extending its range northwards. One Camp Code Clos 8th 

Aug, over (DJRA). 1 Belle Grève 9th Sep, over (VF, JF). 1 Talbot Valley Pond from 18th Sep until 

1st Oct (sev. obs.). 1 Le Grand Pré 2nd Oct, over (TJB, JD). Final date 1 Les Vicheris 17th Oct (VF, 

JF).  

Little Egret, Egretta garzetta Status: Common resident  

Maximum counts 23 Richmond 12th Feb (MCS) and the Shingle Bank 3rd Dec (PJV and JEV). 

Widespread around the coast where the water is shallow and wetland areas such as La Claire 

Mare and Vale Pond. The rocks and pines below Fort Saumarez are used as a roost. Some 

occasionally fly inland to quarries: 4 Juas Quarry 4th Feb (MCS), 11 Ville Baudu Quarry 26th Feb, 

roosting (PJV and JEV). The quarry on Le Crevichon is the only known breeding site in the 

Bailiwick. 

 

 

Little 
Egret 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

51 61 49 25 12 9 44 27 14 39 35 47 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

7 6 6 4 5 7 10 9 3 7 11 6 
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*Purple Heron, Ardea purpurea Status: Very rare 

One was seen at La Miellette, flying north and being mobbed by gulls 30th Mar (APL). The 

breeding population in Europe has grown since the 1940s. This species has colonised France 

and the Netherlands and is widely expected to expand into the United Kingdom. While it may 

not come here to breed in the future because of limited habitats, we can expect more sightings. 

Gannet, Morus basssanus Status: Common 

Usually the north and west 

coasts. 6 Fort Doyle 1st Jan 

(JB), a good location in a 

brisk north-westerly wind as 

they come closer inshore. 

147 Chouet Hide 28th Aug 

(PJV). Smaller groups at La 

Vallette, Salerie Corner, 

Belle Grève, Pembroke, 

Jaonneuse, Grandes 

Rocques, the Shingle Bank, 

Rocquaine and from the 

cliffs at Pleinmont and Creux 
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Mahié. Breeding colonies off Alderney have been severely affected by HPAI (Highly Pathogenic 

Avian Influenza), commonly called Bird Flu. The Alderney Wildlife Trust reports the number of 

returning birds fell by around a third this year. Research findings show some returning birds 

may have developed resistance to the virus, showing ‘black eye’. 

Shag, Phalacrocorax aristotelis Status: Common resident  

Traditionally more numerous than Cormorant, numbers have decreased 

but are stable. Good views from Jethou where the breeding topknot can 

be very visible. A good pair of binoculars can pick out their emerald-

green eyes. Two Fort Grey 1st Jan (APL, DS), Lihoumel where birds were 

preparing for the breeding season 8th Feb (WRT, IH), 30+ Herm 5th Apr 

(VF), 6 Omptolle 12th Aug (JD), 22 Jaonneuse 14th Oct (VF, WRT, KC). 

 

 

 

Shag J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

35 c.5 4 47 6 - - 14 5 29 9 - 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

5 1 1 5 2 - - 3 1 2 3 - 

 

Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo Status: Common resident     

Britain’s only green-listed seabird. Numbers are gradually increasing locally. Pontoons at the 

Reservoir a favourite perch. 1 Saumarez Park 7th May (Section Walk). Commonly seen around 

bays on the north and west coasts. 5 Grand Havre 6th Jan (KC). Lihoumel has one of several 

breeding colonies, 4 well grown chicks 5th Jul (WRT). 

Continental Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis, 1 Perelle 11th Jan (WRT). Several sightings 

at the Reservoir between Jan and early Apr.  

*Osprey, Pandion haliaetus Status: Scarce      

One over north 13th Apr, also seen at Pleinmont and the Reservoir (MAG et al). 1 flyover 

Pleinmont 4th May (UK visitor Andy Jowett). One 16th Jun Courtil de Bas (VF). One heading east 

during autumn migration Pleinmont 30th Sep (MAG). 
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Honey Buzzard, Pernis apivorus Status: Scarce  

Spring migration sightings: 1 at La Claire Mare on 30th Apr (sev. obs.), 1 Vauvert on 2nd May 

(PJV, JEV), 1 Le Grand Pré 24th May (DJC). 

Sparrowhawk, Accipiter nisus Status: Quite Common resident    

A female sparrowhawk was ‘dashing through the garden’ at Rue de la Vallée on 9th Feb (WRT). 

Typical behaviour of this species as it is an ambush specialist. Another lived up to its name, 

snatching a House Sparrow from a tree in Vauvert on 27th Jun (PJV, JEV). Widespread 

throughout the island, using of a variety of habitats. First recorded as breeding in the 1980s, 

now well established. They may benefit from people who regularly feed birds in their gardens. 

A concentration of smaller passerines attracts attention, and Sparrowhawks are quick learners. 

Maximum count 4 Camp du Roi 30th Apr (ADM). 

Sparrowhawk J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

10 7 8 16 3 2 1 4 4 6 6 4 

Number of 
days 
recorded 

10 4 12 7 3 3 1 6 7 7 5 7 

 

Marsh Harrier, Circus aeruginosus Status: Quite Common resident    

Marsh Harrier probably more widespread than many people realise. Currently breeds on the 

island. They are commonly seen around wetland areas: Le Pré d’Enfer, Vale Pond and La Claire 

Mare - breeding pair 18th Mar (PJV, JEV).  Many sightings on the cliffs at Les Tielles and 

Pleinmont where a male was displaying on 6th Apr (WRT) Apr. Birds also on the coast, 2 Lihou 

Island, 4th Apr displaying (WRT). 

Other coastal areas included 

Pulias, the Shingle Bank, Les 

Vicheris, and Bordeaux where two 

flew in from Herm on 6th May 

(MAG). Inland sites included Le 

Vingtaine de l’Épine, the Reservoir, 

Rue des Hougues and the Track 

Marais. 2 Jethou on 13th May 

(ADM). A pair of Marsh Harriers 

engaged in an aerial display with 

talons locked, or manoeuvring to 

do a food pass later in the season 

is one of the highlights of 

birdwatching in Guernsey.  
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Hen Harrier, Circus cyaneus Status: Scarce      

10th Jan 1 ringtail (female or immature bird) at Le Becquet Lane (MAG). One ringtail was seen 

around Le Prevôté, Creux Mahié, Les Tielles, Pleinmont areas from Feb onwards (sev. obs.). A 

male was seen at Pleinmont on 29th Sep. One was also seen in mid-Dec hunting at Pleinmont 

(AS). 

*Pallid Harrier, Circus macrouros/ Montagu’s Harrier, Circus pygargus Status: Vagrant 

A second juvenile harrier was at Pleinmont on 17th Oct and was considered probably to be a 

Pallid Harrier (WRT). However, the sighting was very brief and photographs were not conclusive 

enough to be 100% sure.       

*Montagu’s Harrier, Circus pygargus Status: Vagrant 11th record 

A juvenile bird was seen at Pleinmont on 16th Aug, drifting past the observers before departing 

(JH, MAG, DS).       

Buzzard, Buteo buteo Status: Common resident     

A success story for Guernsey. From a handful of sightings in a year back in the 1990s, they are 

now an established breeding species that can be seen across the island. 

Buzzard J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

19 14 19 28 16 8 5 34 12 12 8 4 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

16 8 7 17 7 5 3 8 11 8 5 4 

Maximum count an astonishing 24 Pleinmont 20th Aug (MAG). Sightings across a wide range of 

habitats, including urban: Vauvert (PJV, JEV), Bulwer Avenue (PJV, JEV), parkland: Delancey Park 

(PH), coastal: Jaonneuse (DJC), rural:  Torteval Church (PJV) and the cliffs: Corbière (WRT), 

Pleinmont (Section Walk).  Many sightings on La Société's reserves. A pale phase Buzzard was 

regularly seen at Pleinmont. 
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Water Rail, Rallus aquaticus Status: Quite common winter visitor, possibly resident 

 Heard more often than seen, Water Rails may 

be present throughout the year. Numbers 

increase over the winter months. There were 

sightings from all La Sociéte’s wetland 

reserves: Grand Pré (VF), Le Pré d’Enfer (AJB), 

and the Silbe (WRT).  1 Reservoir 30th Jan 

(APL). Last spring date 5th Apr Le Grand Pré 

(DS, JH). First returning bird of the autumn 

juvenile, La Claire Mare 28th Aug (MCS). 

 

Moorhen, Gallinula chloropus Status: Common resident     

Common in freshwater areas 

around the island. 3 La Grande 

Mare 2nd Jan (APL). Maximum 

count 17 Saumarez Park Pond 12th 

Feb (ADM IKM). First recorded 

juveniles 2 Vale Pond 26th Jul. 

Successful breeding was also 

recorded at Le Grand Pré. 

 

 

Coot, Fulica atra Status: Common resident     

Frequently on freshwater areas of reserves, the Reservoir and quarries. An under-recorded 

species, just one breeding record at La Claire Mare juvenile 4th and 18th Jun (MCS and JPD). 2 Le 

Vingtaine de l’Epine 9th Feb (MCS), 2 Les Fauconnaires on 19th Mar (PJW). 

*Crane, Grus grus Status: Vagrant 10th record 

Two cranes were seen flying high over Landes du Mare on 4th Mar, before wandering west, 

turning round at L’Erée, then slowly moving north-east before disappearing without making 

landfall. 

*Stone Curlew, Burhinus oedicnemus Status: Vagrant 30th and 31st records 

Nocturnal sound-recording efforts revealed Stone Curlews passing over Longfrie on two 

adjacent nights, on 30th Apr and 1st May (CM).      
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Oystercatcher, Haematopus ostralegus Status: Common resident and winter visitor    

Oystercatcher J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

910 201 200 164 132 116 101 418 210 210 476 410 

Number of 
days 
recorded 

9 9 7 1 6 2 5 10 6 3 7 8 

 

All along the coast with roosts at Rocquaine, 

Fort Grey, Lihou Island, the Shingle Bank, 

Perelle and Omptolle. Smaller numbers along 

the south coast. Apart from the resident 

population, birds came in from further north 

during the autumn and winter. One ringed 

individual from Iceland, CC, is a regular and 

was first seen this year on 13th Aug (WRT). 46 

Bordeaux 12th Nov, including 13 juveniles 

(JD). Maximum count 323 Rocquaine, below the Imperial Hotel, 8th Dec, high tide roost (WRT). 

Lapwing, Vanellus vanellus Status: Quite common winter visitor  

Most sightings at CBNR. Up to 6 in Jan (sev. obs.). Maximum count 9 Vale Pond 5th Feb (MCS). 

Singles were seen in Apr and Jun. First autumn date 1 CBNR 2nd Oct (MAG). Also, sightings at 

Barras Lane, Rue des Hougues St Andrew and Le Vingtaine de l’Epine. 

Golden Plover, Pluvialis apricaria Status: Uncommon winter visitor    

Spring record of an 

injured individual in 

the LSG west field on 

16th Apr (AJB et al). 

First autumn date 2 

Pleinmont 14th Sep, 

flying south and 

calling (WRT). There 

were other sightings 

at L’Erée and Rocque 

Poisson.  
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Grey Plover, Pluvialis squatarola Status: Quite common winter visitor     

More common in Feb than Jan. 23 

Pecqueries 14th Feb (MCS). Maximum 

count 30 Port Soif 23rd Feb. A few 

were seen in late spring in summer 

plumage: 3 Vazon 4th May (VF) and 1 

18th May (MAG). First autumn record 1 

Perelle 15th Oct (WRT). There were 

other sightings over the winter from 

the Chouet Hide, Jaonneuse, the 

Shingle Bank and Miellette. 

 

 

Ringed Plover, Charadrius hiaticula Status: Common winter visitor, past breeder 

Recorded in every month except for 

Apr and Jul. 52 L’Erée and Rue du 

Douit du Moulin 1st Jan (JH, DS, 

APL). 64 Port Soif 23rd Feb (KC). 

Numbers dropped over the spring 

and summer as many migrated 

north for the breeding season. First 

return date 11th Aug, feeding flock 

at L’Erée (WRT). 

 

 

Whimbrel, Numenius phaeopus Status: Common summer visitor and occasional overwintering 

bird 

Whimbrel J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

4 2 8 27 6 4 16 8 2 1 3 - 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

11 1 11 9 5 3 6 4 2 2 2 - 

An overwintering bird was recorded on many occasions, mainly at Perelle on the south end of 

the beach (WRT et al). Maximum count 10 Fort Le Crocq 23rd Apr (AJB).  
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Curlew, Numenius arquata Status: Common winter visitor 

Curlew J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

177 170 78 - - 9 4 35 28 41 36 58 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

7 5 5 - - 1 3 5 2 5 8 6 

Maximum count 150+ Le Catiorocq 11th Jan (JH, DS). Possibly 160 -170 present as some birds 

were hidden. Most Curlew in the area of Le Catiorocq, the Shingle Bank and CBNR. On the east 

coast, 2 La Salerie Corner 21st Jan (KC). Unusually, 1 Belle Grève Bay 8th Aug (DJRA). Possibly the 

same bird was seen on 5th Aug at Fort Doyle (ADM). A small flock overwinters around Bordeaux 

and Paradis. The first 2 returning birds were recorded on 13th Aug (JD). Maximum count for this 

location was 6 on 16th Oct (JD). 
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Bar-tailed Godwit, Limosa lapponica Status: Uncommon migrant     

An overwintering single bird 

Jan - Mar between Fort Grey 

and Perelle. 3 Fort Le Crocq 

3rd Apr (AJB). One Lihou 19th 

Apr, over (WRT), First 

autumn record 1 L’Erée 9th 

Aug (PJV, JEV). Maximum 

autumn count 3 L’Erée 2nd 

Oct (WRT) and 4th Oct (PJV)  

 

 

Black-tailed Godwit, Limosa limosa Status: Uncommon migrant 

One Shingle Bank 8th Jun (PJV). 1 La Claire Mare 17th – 20th Jun (sev obs.). 1 Vale Pond 15th – 18th 

Jul (KC, MCS, JPD, PJV) 

Turnstone, Arenaria interpres Status: Common winter visitor 

Turnstone J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

93 105 115 61 2 - - 43 19 83 78 144 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

9 8 7 2 1 - - 9 7 7 8 9 

Last 2 overwintering birds Vazon 4th May (JH, MAG). First returning bird of the autumn Perelle 

11th Aug (WRT). Maximum count 60 Shingle Bank 11th Dec (DJC). 
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Knot, Calidris canutus Status: Scarce       

First sighting 14th May Vazon, summer plumage (MAG et al). Singles were seen at L’Erée and 

Rocque Poisson in Aug and at L’Erée and Rocquaine in Sep. The last sighting of the year 

1Rocquaine 17th Nov (WRT) 

Ruff, Calidris pugnax Status: Scarce 

1 21st May Vale Pond (MPL). I Pleinmont 20th Aug (MPL). 

Curlew Sandpiper, Calidris ferruginea Status: Scarce 

One L’Erée 15th Jun (PJW). 1 14th Sep Rue du Douit du Moulin (sev. obs.) 

Sanderling, Calidris alba Status: Quite common winter visitor      

Recorded every month except Mar. Many areas along the west coast. Also at Rousse, Grand 

Havre and Jaonneuse. Maximum count 29 Pecqueries 16th Feb (MCS). 

Sanderling J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

30 25 - 1 24 13 2 9 4 1 1 28 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

4 2 - 1 5 2 1 5 3 1 1 1 

 

Dunlin, Calidris alpina  Status: Common winter visitor       

Dunlin J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

67 102 9 11 14 5 1 17 6 1 42 10 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

4 
 

3 3 2 3 2 1 7 3 2 5 1 

Commonly found along the west coast from Rocquaine to Pecqueries, with a few also seen on 

Jaonneuse. Maximum count 80 Vazon north 12th Feb (MCS). 

Purple Sandpiper, Calidris maritima Status: Scarce winter visitor 

Most records from Jaonneuse, maximum count 

was 3. One stayed until 8th May (KC). First return 

date here was 18th Dec. Other locations included 

Grandes Rocques, Rousse, Chouet Hide and Lihou 

Causeway. 
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Little Stint, Calidris minuta Status: Scarce 

3 L’Erée 5th Sep (sev. obs.) 

Woodcock, Scolopax rusticola Status: Uncommon overwintering visitor. 

Seen at several locations during Jan and Feb including: 1 Fauxquets Valley, 1 Pleinmont, 7 

Silbe/Les Sages, 1 Crève Coeur, I Le Grand Pré. First return date 2nd Dec. The maximum count 

was 9 at the Track Marais 23rd Dec (DJRA).  

Jack Snipe, Lymnocryptes minimus Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

All sightings in Dec. Singles were seen on 14th La Claire Mare (JH, DS), 16th (VF)and 24th (PJV) the 

Track Marais 24th Vale Pond (DJRA). 3 on 23rd Dec at the Track Marais (DJRA). 

Snipe, Gallinago Gallinago Status: Common winter visitor    

Maximum count an impressive 

71 1st Jan La Claire Mare (MCS, 

JPD). Also at the CBNR, Le Pré 

d’Enfer and Vale Pond. A single 

bird came in off the sea Le 

Catiorocq 14th Jan (MPL). Smaller 

numbers were recorded at the 

usual wetland sites and 

dwindled to 4 Le Pré d’Enfer 9th 

Apr (MCS). The first returning 

bird Perelle on 23rd Aug (WRT). 

Numbers slowly increased to a 

maximum of 15 Track Marais 

23rd Dec (DJRA). There were also 

sightings at Le Grand Pré, Vale Pond, Les Fauconnaires and Pleinmont. 

Grey Phalarope, Phalaropus fulicarius Status: Scarce 

Jaonneuse 1 on 7th Feb (sev. obs.), 1 on 4th – 6th Nov (VF, AM, DJC). 1 Vazon 19th Nov (MAG). 1 

Perelle 27th Nov WRT). 

Common Sandpiper, Actitis hypoleucos Status: Quite common migrant, occasional winter 

visitor 

Every month except Mar. One bird may have overwintered on the Shingle Bank, 17th Nov (MAG, 

AJB), 20th Nov when a second bird was present (MAG, AS) and 11th Dec (DJC). Maximum count 5 

22nd Apr Vale Pond (DJC, LJC). Vale Pond 5 on 27th Aug (DJC). 5 the Reservoir 30th Apr (MPL). 

Mostly recorded along the west coast, other locations included 1 La Claire Mare 26th May (APL), 

3 Petils Bay 27th Jul (MPL), and 2 Jaonneuse 27th Aug (WRT, CIM) 
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Common 
Sandpiper 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

1 1 - 15 2 1 8 14 1 1 2 1 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

1 1 - 9 2 1 5 5 2 2 3 1 

 

Green Sandpiper, Tringa ochropus Status: Uncommon migrant 

1 Le Grand Pré on 19th Apr (VF). 1 La Claire Mare on 20th Jul (MAG). 

*Solitary Sandpiper, Tringa solitaria Status: Vagrant 2nd and 3rd records 

On 5th Sep a single Solitary Sandpiper was found feeding in front of the hide at Rue des Bergers 

and stayed until 12th, showing exceptionally well. An exceptionally rare wader from America, 

this was only the second island record after one on the same pond in 1997. 

Astonishingly, on 12th Sep, a second bird joined the first and birders were able to enjoy the 

almost unique sight of two transatlantic Solitary Sandpipers feeding together (AS, MC et al). 

Both birds moved on during the next night. 
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Redshank, Tringa totanus Status: Common 

winter visitor  

Present throughout the year. Mostly recorded 

in ones or twos, maximum count around 17 on 

10th Jan CBNR (JH). They were tightly packed 

which made an accurate count difficult. 

Interesting to note that some were seen in 

areas of fresh water: Le Grand Pré, and the 

Reservoir, where 9 were recorded roosting in 

overhanging tree branches along the West Arm 

on 13th Jan (AJB), and in brackish water at Vale 

Pond.  

 

 Greenshank, Tringa nebularia Status: Uncommon migrant 

Vale Pond is a favoured location where birds were seen during Apr, May, Jul and Aug. 

Maximum count 3 at the end of May. Other locations included La Claire Mare 1 between 25th 

and 29th May, 1 on 13th Sep (JH, DS), Reservoir 1 on 27th May (WRT) and Perelle 1 on 9th Aug 

(WRT, MAG). 

Kittiwake, Rissa tridactyla Status: Quite common winter visitor  

Most records from sea watches at the Chouet hide and Jaonneuse. First autumn movement 16 

Chouet Hide 3rd Aug, flying west (PJV). Maximum count at Crève Coeur 400 25th Oct (MAG). A 

larger count was recorded on 3rd Nov at Jaonneuse over a 4-hour watch with around 450 (JH et 

al). 

Kittiwake J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

51 1 - - 5 - - 21 1 431 1016 86 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

7 1 - - 2 - - 5 1 4 10 3 
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*Sabine’s Gull, Xema sabini Status: Very rare 19th to 22nd records 

Sooty-hooded adult Sabine’s 

Gull pelagic trip 9th Sep. 3 

records after Storm Ciarán. 

Adult off L’Erée Shingle Bank 

3rd Nov. Adult off Jaonneuse 

3rd Nov (JH). Two juveniles off 

Jaonneuse 5th Nov (KC, VF, 

MPL, WRT). 

 

 

 

 

 

Black-headed Gull, Chroicocephalus ridibundus Status: Common winter visitor 

Black-
headed 
Gull 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

161 76 70 - 2 6 51 40 52 25 28 38 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

15 76 70 - 2 1 11 9 6 10 11 8 

The usual west coast areas were well-monitored, including roosts at CBNR, Perelle and 

Rocquaine. Maximum count 161 12th Jan at Foote’s Lane, day roost (JH). The first juvenile of the 

year was seen at L’Erée 11th Jul (WRT). 
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Little Gull, Hydrocoloeus minutus Status: Scarce 

I sub-adult L’Erée 1st Aug (WRT et al). c.  70 5 – 10 miles west of Les Hanois 25th -26th Oct (PH), 3 

Chouet Hide 10th Nov (JH), Jaonneuse Nov 35 west 7.05 – 12.15 on 5th, (sev. obs.), 10 on 13th 

MAG), 5 on 19th (KC), 1 La Vallette 23rd Nov, 2 on 24th (VF). 4 Pembroke 4th Nov (VF). 

Mediterranean Gull, Larus melanocephalus Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

Mediterranean 
Gull 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly totals 89 63 80 4 2 7 55 39 49 23 28 36 

Number of 
days recorded 

19 13 16 3 2 2 8 10 6 6 10 7 

Recorded in every month, the largest numbers were seen in late winter with a flocks of 55 at 

the Perelle roost on 17th Feb (WRT). Seen at many coastal locations also at the Reservoir and at 

Rue du Marais Castel. 

Common Gull, Larus canus Status: Scarce winter visitor 

Recorded between Jan and Mar. Some inland sightings: Footes Lane, 2 on 12th Jan (JH) and Rue 

du Marais Castel, 3 on 5th Jan (MAG). Final date 23rd Mar in the roost at Perelle (WRT). First 

return date for the autumn was again at Perelle, a juvenile, on 13th Sep (WRT).  

Great Black-backed Gull, Larus marinus Status: Common resident 

None was recorded in Jun, but this species is resident. Nearly all the locations are coastal. 

Exceptions were the Reservoir and notably CBNR which is used as a winter roost. Maximum 

count 200 9th Dec (WRT). Perelle has an offshore winter roost at La Jaune Pont. 230 8th Jan and 

around 300 23rd Nov (WRT). 

*Glaucous Gull, Larus hyperboreas Status: Very rare 24th record 

A first-winter was present in Rocquaine Bay from 26th Dec until the year-end (MPL et al). 

Herring Gull, Larus argentatus Status: Common resident 

The distribution map shows a wide range of 

habitats. 86 were present in the day roost at 

Foote’s Lane on 12th Jan (JH). Maximum counts 

were around 1,600 on 23rd Jan when huge flocks 

were on the rocks at low tide at the Shingle Bank 

(WRT). 400 31st Dec Jaonneuse (DJRA). Occupied 

nests were recorded on Lihou, Omptolle, Paradis 

and Gull Rock, Pleinmont where 3-day-old chicks 

were seen on 26th May. The first fully-fledged 

juvenile away from a breeding site was seen at the Reservoir on 21st Jul (WRT). 
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Caspian Gull, Larus cachinnans Status: Scarce winter visitor 

A couple of sightings in Mar, 1 Rocquaine on 1st and 1 Lihou Island on 22nd (WRT). The first 

return date was 18th Aug, 2 juveniles at Perelle. There were a couple of records from L’Erée 

during the same month. A juvenile and an adult were observed at Perelle in Oct, up to 24th. 

*Yellow-legged Gull, Larus michahellis Status: Scarce winter visitor 

2 or 3 late-winter birds were recorded in Feb and Mar at Rocquaine (WRT). First return date 2nd 

Jul with a 1st summer bird at Perelle (WRT). Mainly juvenile birds were seen at Perelle until the 

final date of 24th Oct. One juvenile at CBNR on 11th Aug and Perelle on 22nd Aug had a colour 

ring from La Camargue in France. Other locations included L’Erée, Vazon and the Reservoir. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull, Larus fuscus Status: Common summer visitor. 

Lesser 
Black-
backed 
Gull 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

17 55 49 17 17 10 75 18 - - 1 2 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

7 7 6 2 4 1 5 3 - - 1 2 

 

Breeding areas included Lihou, Jethou, Omptolle and Paradis. Most birds migrate south 

overwintering in Portugal and Spain, although a few were recorded over the winter months, 1 

Jaonneuse 5th Nov (VF et al) and 2 31st Dec (DJRA). Singles were recorded in Jan at Belle Grève 

on 1st (JB), CBNR on 2nd (DS), Perelle on 2nd (PJV). ‘Spring’ arrivals were 6 adults Perelle 28th Jan 

(WRT).  
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Sandwich Tern, Thalasseus sandvicensis Status: Quite common migrant 

 

Sandwich Terns breed around the British Isles and Brittany. They used to breed in the Bailiwick, 

last confirmed record was in 1961. Now most commonly seen in the late summer and early 

autumn as birds that have bred in the UK migrate south to the Atlantic coasts of France and 

Spain and north-west Africa. The largest passages were over 30 Fort Doyle 29th Jul at (MPL) and 

112 at Belle Grève Bay on 7th Aug (DJRA). 

Common Tern, Sterna hirundo Status: Uncommon migrant 

Several sightings of single birds. 1 late-winter Houmet Paradis 29th Mar (VF). Other sightings of 

ones or twos in the summer from Herm, and off the north coast. I winter sighting at the Shingle 

Bank 3rd Nov (MAG). 

Arctic Tern, Sterna paradisaea Status: Scarce 

Single sighting 1 off Belle Grève 7th Aug (DJRA). 

Black Tern, Chlidonias niger Status: Scarce 

Sea watch Jaonneuse: 1 on 28th Aug (KC et al). Pelagic 4 on 9th Sep (JD et al). 

Great Skua, Stercorarius skua  Status: Uncommon migrant 

Most sightings (15 individuals) from Aug through to Nov 

from sea watches at Jaonneuse and the Chouet Hide. I off 

Pleinmont 23rd Aug (VF). 1 pelagic 9th Sep (JH et al). 
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Pomarine Skua, Stercorarius pomarinus Status: Scarce 

All sightings from sea watches at Jaonneuse and the Chouet Hide. 6 individuals between 3rd Aug 

and 5th Nov (PJV et al). 

Arctic Skua, Stercoraius parasiticus Status: Uncommon migrant 

Sea watches: 4 sightings from the Chouet Hide, 3 in Aug, 1 in Oct. 4 sightings from Jaonneuse 

from the end of Oct through to 21st Nov. I Shingle Bank 20th Nov (MAG). 

*Long-tailed Skua, Stercorarius longicaudus Status: Rare 20th and 21st records 

Single juvenile Long-tailed Skuas were photographed out to sea on the pelagic trip on 9th Sep 

and observed passing Chouet headland on 2nd Nov (WRT, JH). 

Guillemot, Uria aalge Status: Uncommon 

Several hundred breed off Sark. Rarely seen from Guernsey, 3 separate sightings in Jan. 

Razorbill, alca torda Status: Uncommon summer visitor 

Passage of 488 on 14th Oct, total west 7.15 – 11.00 was exceptional (WRT et al). 

 

Razorbill J F M A M J J A S O N  

Monthly 
totals 

8 4 1 7 6 4 - - 6 488 139 32 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

6 4 1 3 3 2 - - 1 1 7 3 

 

 

Puffin, Fratercula arctica Status: Uncommon summer visitor 

First return date to the breeding colony on Herm and Jethou was 5th Apr. Maximum count was 

7 on 13th May (ADM), although more were reported by word of mouth and the colony seems to 

be holding its own. 
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Feral Pigeon (Rock Dove), Columba livia tatus: Common resident - feral 

Widespread throughout the island. 

Stock Dove, Columba oenas Status: Common resident 

Seen throughout the island but mostly away from the coast. People with owl boxes quite often 

find them occupied by Stock Doves. Maximum count 30 + at Trinity House Cottages 6th Jan 

when a loose flock was gathering to roost in the pines. 

Woodpigeon, Columba palumbus Status: Common resident  

Very widespread throughout the island. Numbers increased during the autumn migration, 

especially during Oct and Nov when flocks numbering several hundred were seen. Maximum 

count around 700 Jaonneuse 5th Nov (WRT et al). 

Turtle Dove, Streptopelia turtur Status: Scarce 

1 Pleinmont 1st – 3rd May (DJC, LJC). 1 Les Tielles 9th – 12th Jun (sev. obs.) 1 Pleinmont 9th Aug 

(JH). 

Collared Dove, Streptopelia decaocto Status: Common resident 

Recorded mostly in ones or twos throughout 

the year except Jul and Oct. Can be seen 

throughout the island. Recorded locations 

included Calais Lane, La Passée, Le Guet, 

Portelet, Saumarez Park, Vauvert, Les 

Fauconnaires, North Plantation and Rue de 

la Vallée. 

 

 

Cuckoo, Cuculus canorus     Status: Scarce summer visitor and 

migrant 

7 sightings in a variety of locations. First date was 19th Apr (VF). 

 

Barn Owl, Tyto alba Status: Uncommon resident 

19 known but undisclosed breeding sites were successful. Total chicks fledged 34. 7 roosts 

identified. A team if volunteers helped carry out a less-intensive survey this year. 
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Long-eared Owl, Asio otis Status: Uncommon resident 

Several sightings at undisclosed sites. At least one successful breeding site with 3 chicks. 

 

 

Short-eared Owl, Asio flammea Status: Uncommon, one breeding record from 2021 

Several sightings at undisclosed sites, mostly in Torteval. One failed breeding attempt. 

*Alpine Swift, Apus melba Status: Vagrant 10th record 

There was an early influx of Alpine Swifts into north-western Europe which included one 

individual in Guernsey. It was found grounded in St Peter Port on 24th Mar, taken to the Animal 

Shelter, then flew off strongly when it had recuperated. 

Swift, Apus apus Status: Common resident     

First return date 19th Apr, 1 Rocquaine (MPL), spot 

on the average date for the last ten years. 7 Vauvert 

on 29th Apr (PJV). Groups of around 5-8 recorded at 

many locations, the town area of St Peter Port 

continues to be a stronghold. 25+ Vauvert on 11th 

Jun (PJV, JEV). 21 Delisle 18th Jul (MSC) where new 

swift boxes have been put up on the former church. 

Two counts of around 100 Clifton 18th Jul (VF) and 

Jerbourg 10th Aug (AJB) as most birds started their migration. The final date was 1 Vauvert 16th 

Aug, (PJV).  

 



 

 34 

Kingfisher, Alcedo atthis Status: Uncommon winter visitor     

Birds return after breeding towards the end of 

Aug and stay until the following spring. Vale 

Pond, Le Pré d’Enfer, Le Grand Pré and La Claire 

Mare are favourite spots. Also seen around the 

coast. Locations included Pezeries, Fort Le Crocq, 

Portinfer, Rousse, Jaonneuse, Petils Bay and the 

Town Harbour – often at the entrance to the QE2 

Marina. The first bird of 2023 La Vallette on 2nd 

Jan (MAG). The last overwintering bird Town 

Harbour on 12th Apr (PJW) First return date Vale 

Pond on 14th Aug (DJC, LJC, JD).  

Hoopoe, Upupa epops Status: Scarce 

1 at Bailiff’s Cross Road on 10th Apr (MM) 

Wryneck, Jynx torquilla Status: Scarce 

Records from autumn migration from 23rd Aug – 3rd Oct from Pleinmont, La Lague, and Clos du 

Valle, up to 5 individuals. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dendrocopos major Status: Uncommon resident 

The distribution map shows the increase in its range from twenty years ago when there was 

only one recorded at 

Saumarez Park. They were 

regularly seen at feeders 

in Le Courtil de Bas (VF) 

and also at Delisles (pers. 

comm.) An interesting 

record was a bird that 

came in off the sea and up 

the valley at Pleinmont 

Point on 15th Jun (MAG). 

Of interest was one at Le 

Grand Pré which was 

regularly seen and heard 

between Feb and Oct. 
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Kestrel, Falco tinnunculus Status: Common resident     

Kestrel J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

12 4 8 11 2 2 3 2 0 4 10 1 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

7 3 7 10 2 2 3 2 0 4 8 1 

 

Easily recognised with its hovering flight and 

sudden dips when hunting, Kestrels are most 

often seen around Guernsey’s coast. This 

year they bred in at least one of the specially 

designed boxes and in one of the old towers 

at L’Ancresse.  

 

 

 



 

 36 

Merlin, Falco columbarius Status: Uncommon visitor     

Seen in every month except Mar and Dec, up to 13 individual birds were mainly seen near the 

coast. 1 at Rocque Poisson 24th Aug was actively hunting waders (WRT).  

Hobby, Falco subbuteo  

Status: Uncommon visitor    

  

Several sightings between Apr and Aug at various 

locations. Around 11 individuals. 

 

 

 

*Peregrine, Falco peregrinus Status: Uncommon resident 

There was a very visible and vulnerable pair at one location in the south-west, and they defied 

the odds to fledge three youngsters. Interestingly, the male of this pair was colour-ringed at 

Salisbury Cathedral, showing the species can wander widely. 

*Woodchat Shrike, Lanius senator Status: Very rare 15th record 

A juvenile bird was present along Parcq Lane from 25th to 30th Sep (AJB et al). 

Magpie, Pica pica Status: Common resident 

Widespread throughout the island and under-recorded. Frequently seen in singles or pairs, 

larger groups are also common. Maximum count was 26 on 4th Jan, unidentified site (VF). 

*Chough, Pyrrhocorax Pyrrhocorax Status: Vagrant – birds from re-introduction projects 

There were two Chough sightings this year, one at Pleinmont on 29th Mar and one in the 

Prevote/Corbière area on 19th Oct, both of which are presumed to be from the Jersey 

reintroduction project. 

Jackdaw, Corvus monedula Status: Uncommon resident 

 Small, localised pockets, with sightings mainly around the Pleinmont area 

and Rocquaine. 1 the Reservoir 10th Feb (WRT). 1 Rue des Hougues, St 

Andrew, 2nd Oct (MAG) and two were seen there 5th Dec (PJV).  
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Rook, Corvus frugilegus Status: Scarce 

2 Herm 2nd Mar (PJW). 2 Les Fauconnaires 20th Mar (PJW). 1 Rue des Hougues, St Andrew 20th -

21st Dec (JH et al). 

Carrion Crow, Corvus corone Status: Common resident 

Widespread around the island, often in large groups. 90 at Pembroke car park on 9th Jan (JH), a 

number not surpassed for the rest of the year. A fledged juvenile was seen at the Reservoir on 

21st Jun (WRT). 

*Hooded Crow, Corvus cornix Status: Vagrant 

The first Hooded Crow for 13 years was seen at Pleinmont on 1st and 2nd May (JH et al). 

Raven, Corvus corax Status: Quite common resident 

Pair displaying at Portelet on 28th Jan (WRT). There were a surprising 10+ birds at the Reservoir, 

creating a cacophony in the trees on 30th Jan. A pair were playing together on the seawall 

updrafts at Rocque Poisson on 8th Jan and were seen again on 31st (WRT). One was observed at 

Pezeries carrying nesting material on 9th Feb (WRT). A flock of 11 were tumbling in the air at 

Perelle on 23rd Feb (WRT). One of a pair seen at Pleinmont on 16th Apr had a metal ring on its 

left leg (WRT). 

 

Blue Tit, Cyanistes caeruleus   

Status: Common resident 

Under-recorded, numbers do not appear to be as 

robust as they were ten years ago. They are still 

widespread across the island and frequent visitors to 

garden feeders.  
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Blue Tit J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

21 12 11 14 11 8 2 3 4 6 2 6 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

10 5 5 9 7 5 1 2 3 4 1 2 

 

Great Tit, Parus major Status: Common resident 

Another under-recorded species. Widespread across the island and frequent visitors to garden 

feeders. 

Great Tit J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

34 15 16 16 7 3 - 3 2 6 - 6 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

10 9 9 10 6 3 - 2 2 3 - 2 

 

Woodlark, Lullula arborea Status: Scarce 

One Pleinmont 8th May (JH et al). 1 La Vallette 12th Oct (VF). 

Skylark, Alauda arvensis Status: Uncommon migrant, past breeder 

Several sightings between Jan and Apr and again between Sep and Nov. Maximum count 28 at 

Les Tielles on 21st Jan and again on 5th Feb (MPL). A male was displaying and singing at 

Pleinmont on 15th Apr (Section Walk). 

*Short-toed Lark, Calandrella brachydactyla  Status: Rare 15th and 16th records 

One flew in off the sea and landed in fields at Les Tielles during the bird race on 30th Apr (MPL, 

MAG.CJM, WRT et al). A second bird was seen flying around at Pleinmont on 16th Sep (WRT). 

Sand Martin, Riparia riparia Status: Common summer visitor  

First return 1 Vazon on 16th Mar. The Bailiwick 

currently only has a couple of breeding sites, at least 

one has been lost through coastal erosion. Manmade 

structures at some of our reserves have yet to prove 

successful. 3 Pleinmont 22nd Apr, in off sea (WRT). 

Maximum count 40+ Pleinmont 20th Apr (VF). 5 Lihou 

Headland 6th Aug, final date. 
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Swallow, Hirundo rustica  Status: Common summer visitor 

Swallow J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

- - 4 690 90 14 4 45 27 251 3 - 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

- - 2 18 8 5 1 6 2 11 3 - 

 

First arrival I Fort Hommet 29th Mar (DS, JH). 5th Apr saw a fall of 

birds at Albecq, La Claire Mare, CBNR, Herm, La Mare de Carteret, 

Perelle, the Reservoir and the Shingle Bank (sev. obs.) The largest 

passage 22nd Apr when around 400 birds in 2 flocks were seen 

feeding off Pleinmont Headland (WRT, MAG). Another passage at 

Pulias on 20th Apr as birds streamed up the west coast. 100+ 

counted together, but the total numbers was closer to 1000 (VF). 

The last departure date Pleinmont on 27th Nov (MAG). 

 

 

House Martin, Delichon urbicum Status: Common summer visitor declining numbers 

First arrival 2 Mount Row 27th Mar (MAG). A single bird was recorded at the Reservoir 3 days 

later (PJV). Most returning birds were seen in Apr across many locations, both coastal and 

inland. Maximum count 50 Pulias 20th Apr (VF) and more were seen flying up the west coast 

throughout the day. 20 Herm on 24th Jun (MCS). Final date 1 Pleinmont 17th Oct, feeding in with 

a Swallow flock (WRT).  

*Red-rumped Swallow, Cecropsis daurica Status: Vagrant 7th record 

One at Fort Doyle on 29th Apr. 

Cetti’s Warbler, Cettia cetti Status: Uncommon resident  

Preferred habitats reeds, marsh and wetland. Their skulking habit means they are an under-

recorded species, many are heard rather than seen. Locations included La Grande Mare, Le Pré 

d’Enfer, La Claire Mare, the Track Marais and Le Grand Pré. Records decreased over the 

summer and early autumn as the males sang less. One was recorded on Herm on 13th Jun (PJV). 

Long-tailed Tit, Aegithalos caudatus Status: Quite common resident 

Found across the island, mainly in areas of deciduous woodland with good undergrowth. 9 

Waitrose car park, Rohais, 18th Jan. Breeding record 1st May in the blackthorn stand at the 
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Scramble Track car park crossroads for at least a second year 

(WRT). 11 Grand Pré 12th Aug (JD). 16 Pleinmont 18th Aug 

(MAG). 13 Village de Putron 26th Oct (JF) 

 

 

 

Willow Warbler, Phylloscopus trochilus Status: Common migrant 

 

The chart shows 

spring migration of 

Willow Warbler later 

that of Chiffchaff. First 

confirmed spring date 

4th Apr, 1, Pleinmont 

(PJV). Fall of 40+ 

Pleinmont 10th Apr 

(MPL) and around 50 

Pleinmont 21st Apr 

(WRT). 1 Rue des 

Valniquets 25th May, singing (WRT). First autumn migrant Bordeaux 28th Jul (AJB). Final date 1 

Fort Hommet 7th Oct (PJV). 

Some evidence this species is evolving longer wings. They overwinter in sub-Saharan Africa, so 

it may be the result of the desert region expanding. Birds with shorter wings are less likely to 

survive the increasingly arduous crossing.   

Chiffchaff, Phylloscopus collybita Status: Common migrant and resident 

Most birds are summer visitors although a small 

winter population has been present for at least 

the past 30 years. It is our commonest breeding 

warbler. Usually seen in ones or twos. 4 Shingle 

Bank 22nd Jan (CB, PA). There was a fall on 17th 

Mar: 10 Fort Hommet (DJC). 8 Le Foulon MAG, 1 

Baubigny (MPL), around 12 Rue de la Vallée, 

Torteval, feeding on ground round small 

allotment (WRT), 6 Saumarez National Trust 

area and 10+ Saumarez Park Pond (AJB), 1 the 

Shingle Bank (CB, PA). Breeding at the Reservoir was confirmed with a juvenile seen on 4th Jun 
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(WRT). In the spring at least 10 were ringed at Le Chateau des Marais and at least 3 at Le Grand 

Pré. At least another 17 were ringed there in the autumn, and 1 at Le Jardin de Lorette. 

Wood Warbler, Phylloscopus sybilatrix Status: Scarce  

2 Les Vallettes 26th - 27th Apr (VF et al). 

Yellow-browed Warbler, Phylloscopus inornatus Status: Scarce 

Two early spring sightings at Le Guet in Feb (MPL et al) and Le Grand Pré in Mar (AJB et al). 

Autumn sighting at Les Pezeries when five birds were seen on 19th Oct and 2 the following day 

(MAG et al).  

Sedge Warbler, Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Status: Quite common passage migrant 

First arrival 18th Apr, in large fig tree at Fort 

Hommet (JH). Apr also had records at La Claire 

Mare, Le Grand Pré, Pleinmont, Le Pré d’Enfer, 

Track Marais. 2 Le Grand Pré 12th May (JD). 

Maximum number 5 at Track Marais 27th May 

(KC). 1 Le Claire Mare 18th Jun (MCS). Final date 

7th Aug at Le Grand Pré (TJB, JD).  

 

 

 

Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus scirpaceus Status: Common summer visitor 

First arrival 7th Apr bird ringed at Le Chateau des Marais 

(TJB, JD). Wetland sites also included La Claire Mare, Le 

Grand Pré, Pré d’Enfer, Track Marais, Vale Pond. 2 

Reservoir 13th May. 2 Rousse 24th May (MPL). 1 Herm in a 

tiny patch of reeds at the top of the beach north of the 

harbour (Section Walk). Final date 30th Oct at Le Pré 

d’Enfer (MAG). 
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Melodious Warbler, Hippolais polyglotta Status: Scarce migrant 

Probably one individual at Pleinmont on 20th Aug (MPL) and on 23rd Aug (VF). 

Grasshopper Warbler, Locustella naevia Status: Scarce passage migrant 

Most likely heard rather than seen. Apr records from Pleinmont, Route de Pleinmont and Le 

Grand Pré (sev. obs.). One heard at the Scramble Track on 7th May (ADM). Autumn records 

included 1 Le Grand Pré on 9th Aug. Possibly this was the same bird that was ringed at the site 9 

days later (TJB, JD). Singles at Pleinmont on 24th Aug and 14th Sep (JH). 

Blackcap, Sylvia atricapilla Status: Common summer visitor with some overwintering 

Widely distributed in a range of habitats 

across the island. Blackcap are attracted into 

gardens in the autumn and winter, 

especially if there are apples. There were 

only a few records from the south cliffs 

which is probably not a true reflection. In 

2022 every little valley or dell along the cliffs 

which had a few trees also had a singing 

male Blackcap (JD). There was a fall on 10th 

Apr with over 10 birds seen at Pleinmont 

(MPL).  

 

Garden Warbler, Sylvia borin Status: Uncommon summer visitor 

A species that is easily overlooked and probably under-recorded. First return date: 2 29th Apr 

Reservoir (WRT), 2 Track Marais (VF). 1 Jerbourg 4th May (AJB), 1 Mare de Carteret Nature Trail 

(CB, PA) 1 Le Grand Pré 6th Aug (TJB), 1 Petils Bay 9th Aug (DJRA). Final date 15th Aug, 1 

Pleinmont (PJV). 
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Lesser Whitethroat, Sylvia curruca Status: Scarce 

Only two sightings. 1 ringed at Le Grand Pré on 7th May (TJB, JD) and 1 Pleinmont 23rd Aug 

(APL). 

Whitethroat, Sylvia communis Status: Common summer visitor 

First arrival 15th Apr: 2 Pleinmont (Section Walk). Singles were recorded for the rest of the 

month at Fort Le Crocq, Lihou Headland, Pleinmont, Le Prevôté, Le Grand Pré and Herm. 1 Le 

Grand Pré 18th Aug, ringed (TJB, JD). Last date 1 Pleinmont 7th Sep (AJB).  

Dartford Warbler, Sylvia undata Status: Scarce 

This species only just made the list for this year. A female, one of 2 that had overwintered, was 

seen at Pleinmont on 2nd Jan (MAG). 1 was also seen on the same day at the Shingle Bank (VF et 

al). 

Firecrest, Regulus ignicapilla Status: Quite common resident 

Firecrest J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

12 10 35 6 12 6 5 1 10 39 1 1 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

10 5 9 2 8 4 2 1 5 8 1 1 

Mostly found in woodland areas: Fauxquets Valley, Reservoir, Saumarez Park, Silbe, Vaux de 

Monel and Rue des Valniquets. There was a fall on 17th Mar with around 20 feeding in the pine 

trees at Fort Hommet (DJC), together with sighting at Saumarez Park and the Nature Trail. 

Confirmed breeding at Courtil de Bas 30th Mar (VF, JF). Notable movements during the autumn 

migration at Pleinmont, around 25 on 25th Oct (MPL) and another 5 the following day at Village 

de Putron (JF). 

Goldcrest, Regulus regulus Status: Common resident      

Observed in most months except for Jun, Jul and Aug, mostly found in wooded areas. The 

Reservoir was a stronghold. Other areas included: Rue des Bergers, Saumarez Park and Nature 

Trail, Delancey Park and Pezeries. Unusually, one was seen at the Shingle Bank, 2nd Jan (VF). 

One was ringed at Le Grand Pré on 8th Oct. 

Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes tatus: Common resident 

Widespread across the island in a variety of habitats. The distribution map is only an indication 

as the species is very under-recorded. Abundant along the cliffs. At least 17 were ringed at Le 

Grand Pré during the year. Breeding was confirmed at this site with two fledglings ringed on 7th 

and 8th Aug. 
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Short-toed Treecreeper, Certhia brachydactyla Status: Quite common resident 

The distribution map shows localised areas: the Reservoir, Saumarez Park, Pezeries and Les 

Fauconnaires. There have been no records north of the Saumarez Park Nature Trail for the past 

5 years. The exception was 1 La Vallette 19th Dec (VF). It has also been recorded in the area 

around Candie Gardens in the recent past. One was ringed at Beau Valet on 7th January. 

 

*Rose-coloured Starling, Pastor roseus Status: Scarce   57th – 59th records 

Two separate adult birds were photographed in gardens on the same day, one in St Saviours 

and one at L’Islet, 29th May. An autumn juvenile joined the Starling flock at Vazon on 4th and 5th 

Oct (JH et al). 

Starling, Sturnus vulgaris Status: common resident, winter visitor 

Flocks and small gatherings are mostly seen around the coast. Monthly totals indicate an influx 

of overwintering birds boosting the resident population. Fledged juveniles are evident in the 

summer, most noticeably Jun when inexperienced birds are seen around the island. There is a 

further spike in Sep as migrating birds pass through the island. 
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Ring Ouzel, Turdus torquatus Status: Uncommon migrant 

Single birds can pop up almost anywhere although most records are from Pleinmont where 3 

were seen on 20th Apr. Nearly all sightings were in Apr, first date 6th Apr at Jerbourg (AJB), last 

spring date 24th Apr, Pleinmont (MAG). Two autumn sightings: 1 Mont Herault 19th Oct (MAG), 

1 Rue des Hougues St Andrew 23rd Oct (MAG). 

Blackbird, Turdus merula Status: Common resident and autumn migrant 

Widespread across the island and found mainly in gardens and areas of scrub and woodland. 

The local population is added to during cold weather when birds arrive from the continent. 

They are larger than our native birds and males have a darker beak. 

Fieldfare, Turdus pilaris Status: Quite common winter visitor 

Small numbers were in the island during in Jan and Feb. First autumn date 16th Oct, 22 at 

Pleinmont. The following day 250 were recorded in the same location, by far the largest flock of 

the year (WRT). Sightings of much smaller flocks continued into Nov and Dec. 

Redwing, Turdus iliacus Status: Common winter visitor 

 

Distribution is scattered across the island as flocks come in to feed on apples and berries. The 

last winter date was 15th Feb, 30+ Cuckoo Lane, Vale (VF) The first return date of the autumn 

was 12th Oct 7 over Le Grand Pré, heading for the apples at La Marette Orchard (TJB, JD). 
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Maximum number 100 Pleinmont, 17th Oct (WRT) A flock of 50 came in off the sea at Bordeaux, 

12th Nov (JD).  

Redwing J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

182 116 - - - - - - - 162 98 54 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

16 5        5 3 3 

 

Song Thrush, Turdus philomelos Status: Common resident 

Mainly singles were observed early in the year. Exceptionally, 20 on many of the old hedges in 

Cuckoo Lane, Vale on 15th Feb (VF). No more than 3 in total were recorded in the remaining 

months. Maximum count around 20, mostly migrants, Pleinmont 5th Oct (WRT). 

Mistle Thrush, Turdus viscivorus Status: Scarce 

1 in St Martin around Le Rocher Lane 13th Feb – 8th Mar (sev. obs.). Other spring locations 

included Pleinmont, Cuckoo Lane, Vale, CBNR and Les Fauconnaires. Final date in the autumn 

was 1 at Saints on 13th Nov (VF, JF) 

Spotted Flycatcher, Muscicapa striata Status: Uncommon migrant 

A late migrant, the first return date was 18th May at Le Grand Pré (CAL). Around 8 birds were 

recorded at various locations, including Lihou Island and the Silbe Reserve. Returning birds 

were noted at the end of Aug, through Sep until 1st Oct. 

Robin, Erithacus rebecula Status: Common resident 

Widespread across a range of habitats. The only confirmed breeding was at Rue de la Vallée, 

Torteval where a fledged juvenile was seen on 1st Jun. At least 13 birds, mostly juveniles, were 

ringed in the autumn at Le Grand Pré and Le Jardin de Lorette.  

*Nightingale, Luscinia megarhynchos Status: Very rare 30th record 

One was seen briefly in dense vegetation at Fort Hommet in the early morning of 4th Apr (MPL). 

Pied Flycatcher, Ficedula hypoleuca Status: Uncommon migrant 

A single spring sighting 1 Delancey Park 11th Apr (VF).  There were 7 recorded sightings during 

the autumn migration, mainly around Pleinmont with 1 seen at Fort Hommet 8th Sep (AJB). 
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Black Redstart, Phoenicurus ochruros Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

Nearly all sightings were from areas along the west coast. Most stayed until the middle of Mar. 

1 Pleinmont 15th Apr (DJC). 1 Trinity Cottages 24th May (JH). First autumn return date 1 Fort 

Doyle 28th Oct. 

Redstart, Phoenicurus Phoenicurus Status: Uncommon migrant 

Majority of sightings Apr 15th – 28th, and most recorded at Pleinmont, around 8 birds in total. 

First autumn migration date 11th Sep 1 female Camping Field, Pleinmont (AJB). 1 male 

Pleinmont 14th Sep (JH). Final date 16th Sep 2 Pleinmont (MPL). 

Whinchat, Saxicola rubetra Status: Uncommon migrant 

Around 8 spring records. Earliest 1 male Pleinmont 18th April (AS et al). Joined by a second bird 

22nd April (MAG). 1 Herm 30th April (VF et al). Rousse 1 female 8th May (AJB), 1 24th May (MPL). 

First autumn date 17th Aug 1 Pleinmont (WRT). More birds passed through in Sep and Oct. 

Maximum count around 6 Pleinmont 5th September (JH, DS). Final date 25th Oct 1 Mont Herault. 

 

 

Stonechat, Saxicola rubicola Status: Common resident 

Stonechat J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

10 7 11 13 8 4 - 2 - 9 4 1 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

8 4 5 5 3 3 - 1 - 3 2 1 

Often seen in pairs throughout the year, virtually all the records are from coastal locations. The 

exception was 2 Reservoir, 21st Feb (PJV), and 1st Mar when a pair, probably the same birds, 

were seen feeding in the field immediately north of the west arm pines (WRT). 
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Wheatear, Oenanthe oenanthe Status: Common migrant 

First return date 13th Mar, Fort Le Crocq (VF) and Fort Le Marchant (JD). There was a fall on 16th 

Mar, with 29 birds seen, 13 at Vazon (MAG). There was a spectacular fall the following month 

with over 200 birds recorded on 20th Apr: 20+ Portinfer (MPL), Pulias 100+ (VF), Rousse 15+ 

(MPL), 30 Fort Doyle (MPL), 30+ Jaonneuse (MPL), around 120 Pleinmont (WRT). Many of these 

were passing through, only one bird was seen at Pleinmont on 22nd Apr (WRT).  

Greenland Wheatear 10 LSG fields at Pleinmont, 18th Apr (WRT, CJM, JH, DS), 1 Lihou Island, 

10th May. 

House Sparrow, Passer domesticus Status: Common resident 

Increasingly common and widespread with ‘tribes’ seen around the island. 

Dunnock, Prunella modularis Status: Common resident 

Common resident across garden and scrubland habitats. 

Yellow Wagtail, Motacilla flava Status: Quite common migrant 

Seen in Apr, with a few stragglers in May and Sep. A 1st-winter bird was a very late date at the 

Shingle Bank on 3rd Dec (AJB), photo below. Typically seen in short grassland. 

 

Grey Wagtail, Motacilla cinerea Status: Quite common winter visitor 

Around 15 overwintered. Typically seen in wet habitats, particularly the stream at Petit Bôt and 

the outfall at the Reservoir. 1 in Doyle Street on 16th Feb gave Andy Marquis his most exciting 

work window tick! 

Pied/White Wagtail, Motacilla alba Status: Common winter visitor.  

Good views at the shingle Bank where they sit on the stones by the path and snap up a plentiful 

supply of flies. Recorded up to early May. 1 Rocquaine 16th Jun was an unusual summer sighting 

(WRT). The first autumn sighting were several at Vazon on 8th Oct (MCS). Around 20 Perelle, 

14th Oct feeding in the road. They are often seen there by the sea wall. 40+ Pied Wagtail 

(yarrellii) was the maximum count Rue des Hougues, St Andrew (ADM). 
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Richard’s Pipit, Anthus richardi Status: Scarce 

1 Vazon, towards Fort Hommet 30th Oct (MPL). A large pipit, regular vagrant from Asia, usually 

recorded in Western Europe Sep – Nov. 

Meadow Pipit, Anthus pratensis Status: Common resident and migrant 

Meadow 
Pipit 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

27 87 7 85 2 10 - 2 611 36 3 1 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

4 5 2 5 2 1 - 1 5 3 1 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mainly seen along the coast and on coastal grasslands. 50 CBNR, flock of early migrants, 3rd Feb 

(JH). Significant falls on 29th Sep, around 500 in large flocks flying southwest at Pleinmont (WRT) 

and 30th Sep 100 in from sea at Fort Doyle (MPL). Movements in and off the island were 

recorded at Jaonneuse 30 on 14th Oct and 3 on 5th Nov. 

Tree Pipit, Anthus trivialis Status: Uncommon migrant 

Around 4 in Apr at Fort Hommet and Pleinmont (sev. obs.). 4 autumn sightings at Mont Herault 

and Pleinmont. Maximum count 6, 5 over together plus another 3rd Sep (TJB). 

Water Pipit, Anthus spinoletta Status: Scarce winter visitor 

1 Richmond end of Vazon 1st – 14th Jan (sev. obs.). 2 seen on 11th Jan (JH). 1 Shingle Bank 3rd 

Nov (MAG). 1 Rocquaine 12th Nov (JB et al). 
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Rock Pipit, Anthus petrosus Status: Common resident     

Strictly coastal, mainly along the west coast, also 

present in St Peter Port. 2 Castle Emplacement 2nd Jan 

(MCS). Confirmed breeding at Castle Cornet 17th May 

(recorder not listed) carrying food; Lihou Island 16th 

May, 3 pairs carrying food and a fourth pair also present 

(WRT). At least 2 Scandinavian Rock Pipits, Shingle Bank 

12th Mar (MPL). 

 

Chaffinch, Fringilla coelebs Status: Common resident 

Widespread around the island in gardens, scrub, woodland and along the cliffs. Also present on 

Lihou and Herm. 60 Reservoir, 1st Feb, feeding flock, (WRT). Around 20 Lihou Island (WRT, IH). 

200 Pleinmont, 23rd Oct, calling flyovers, (WRT). 200 Pleinmont 30th Oct, flying south, (WRT). 10 

ringed at Jardin de Lorette, 2nd Jan (TJB, JD).  

Chaffinch J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

127 92 12 26 30 18 18 3 1 252 40 23 

Number 
of days 
recorded 

12 9 6 6 8 5 1 1 1 5 2 4 

 

Brambling, Fringilla montifringilla Status: Uncommon winter visitor 

1 Pleinmont ‘Weedy Corridor’, 22nd Apr (AS) was the only spring record. First autumn date 16th 

Oct 1 Pleinmont, in off sea with 4 Chaffinch (JH, DS). 1 Rue de la Corderie Vale, 20th Oct, on 

garden feeders (JD). 1 Rue de la Vallée, 11th Nov (WRT). 

Bullfinch, Pyrrhula pyrrhula Status: Uncommon resident 

Confirmed breeding (from 2022) when a juvenile was seen with a male and a female at 

Sausmarez Manor on 1st Feb (APL). Also, at Chateau des Marais when an adult and a juvenile 

were ringed on 27th Mar.  Pairs were recorded at Chateau des Marais, Rue des Hêches, Mont 

d’Aval and Rue des Bergers.  
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Greenfinch, Chloris chloris Status: Common resident 

Widespread throughout the island although localised, also in Herm. Come regularly to some 

garden feeders, usually in small flocks, up to 13 in cold weather. Maximum count 100 Petils 

Bay, 9th Aug (DJRA) as birds start to flock in larger numbers in early autumn. 

Greenfinch J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Monthly 
totals 

59 32 30 13 9 3 2 110 - 27 - 19 

Number of 
days 
recorded 

13 9 5 5 5 2 1 3 - 2 - 3 

 

Linnet, Linaria cannabina Status: Common summer visitor  

Occasionally seen on garden feeders. Single inland record, 10 birds, several ringed, Rue des 

Rocquettes St Andrew, 5th Mar. Earliest date 8th Feb, 1-2 Pleinmont and Scramble Track (JH, 

DS). Counts of 20 Le Prevôté, 18th Apr and Pulias, 20th Apr (VF). Similar count on Lihou 16th May 

(WRT). Maximum count and final date around 200 Pleinmont, 9th Oct (WRT). 
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Crossbill, Loxia curvirostra Status: Scarce 

1 Rue de la Vallée, Torteval 24th Jun (WRT). Pleinmont: 5 on 8th Oct (WRT, MAG). 1-2 on 23rd Oct 

(JH) 

Goldfinch, Carduelis carduelis Status: Common resident 

Widespread throughout the island, also in Herm. Some flocks of 50 recorded in Sep, more 

usually they number around 10. Frequent visitors to garden feeders. At least 35 ringed at Jardin 

de Lorette in Jan, and at least 70 in Dec. 

Siskin, Spinus spinus Status: Uncommon overwintering visitor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two records early in the year, flocks returned in October to Le Grand Pré, Jerbourg, La Vallette, 

Rue de la Vallée Torteval, Pleinmont, Pezeries and Mont Herault. Flocks in flight can be 

identified by individuals playing ‘leapfrog’ in the group. Always worth checking out Alder trees 

as seeds are a favourite food. Other locations included Saumarez Park Nature Trail, Rue des 

Annevilles, St Saviour and, unusually, the Town harbour where 3 flew west on 20th Oct (WRT).  

 



 

 53 

*Corn Bunting, Emberiza calandra Status: Vagrant 11th record 

A single bird was seen very briefly at Fort Hommet in the early morning on 4th Apr (MPL). 

*Yellowhammer, Emberiza citrinella Status: Very rare 

Male bird at Fort Doyle on 1st May (GO’R) 

Reed Bunting, Emberiza schoeniclus Status: Uncommon migrant 

1 Track Marais 2nd Feb (VF). Pleinmont: 1 on 5th Oct (WRT), 1 on 17th Oct (JH, DS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Snow Bunting, Plectrophenax nivalis Status: Scarce winter visitor 

1 Fort Hommet 6th – 8th Oct (sev. obs.). 
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Black Redstart, 47 

Black Tern, 30 

Blackbird, 45 

Blackcap, 42 

Black-headed Gull, 27 

Black-tailed Godwit, 22 

Black-throated Diver, 8 

Blue Tit, 37 

Brambling, 50 

Brent Goose, 5 

Buzzard, 17 

C 

Canada Goose, 5 

Carrion Crow, 37 

Caspian Gull, 29 

Cattle Egret, 12 

Cetti’s Warbler, 39 

Chaffinch, 50 

Chiffchaff, 40 

Chough, 36 

Collared Dove, 32 

Common Gull, 28 

Common Sandpiper, 24 

Common Scoter, 7 

Common Tern, 30 

Coot, 18 

Cormorant, 15 

Corn Bunting, 53 

Cory's Shearwater, 9 

Crane, 18 

Crossbill, 52 

Cuckoo, 32 

Curlew, 21 

Curlew Sandpiper, 23 

D 

Dartford Warbler, 43 

Dunlin, 23 

Dunnock, 48 

F 

Feral Pigeon (Rock Dove), 32 

Fieldfare, 45 

Firecrest, 43 

Fulmar, 9 

G 

Gadwall, 6 

Gannet, 14 

Garden Warbler, 42 

Glaucous Gull, 28 

Glossy Ibis, 11 

Goldcrest, 43 

Golden Plover, 19 

Goldeneye, 7 

Goldfinch, 52 

Goosander, 7 

Grasshopper Warbler, 42 

Great Black-backed Gull, 28 

Great Crested Grebe, 11 

Great Northern Diver, 8 

Great Skua, 30 

Great Spotted Woodpecker, 34 

Great Tit, 38 

Great White Egret, 13 

Green Sandpiper, 25 

Greenfinch, 51 

Greenland Wheatear, 48 

Greenshank, 26 

Grey Heron, 13 

Grey Phalarope, 24 

Grey Plover, 20 

Grey Wagtail, 48 

Guillemot, 31 

H 

Hen Harrier, 17 

Herring Gull, 28 

Hobby, 36 

Honey Buzzard, 16 
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Hooded Crow, 37 

Hoopoe, 34 

House Martin, 39 

House Sparrow, 48 

J 

Jack Snipe, 24 

Jackdaw, 36 

K 

Kestrel, 35 

Kingfisher, 34 

Kittiwake, 26 

Knot, 23 

L 

Lapwing, 19 

Leach’s Petrel, 9 

Lesser Black-backed Gull, 29 

Lesser Whitethroat, 43 

Linnet, 51 

Little Egret, 13 

Little Grebe, 10 

Little Gull, 28 

Little Stint, 24 

Long-eared Owl, 33 

Long-tailed Skua, 31 

Long-tailed Tit, 39 

M 

Magpie, 36 

Mallard, 6 

Manx Shearwater, 10 

Marsh Harrier, 16 

Meadow Pipit, 49 

Mediterranean Gull, 28 

Melodious Warbler, 42 

Merlin, 36 

Mistle Thrush, 46 

Montagu’s Harrier, 17 

Moorhen, 18 

N 

Night Heron, 11 

Nightingale, 46 

O 

Osprey, 15 

Oystercatcher, 19 

P 

Pallid Harrier, 17 

Peregrine, 36 

Pheasant, 8 

Pied Flycatcher, 46 

Pied/White Wagtail, 48 

Pomarine Skua, 31 

Puffin, 31 

Purple Heron, 14 

Purple Sandpiper, 23 

R 

Raven, 37 

Razorbill, 31 

Red-breasted Merganser, 8 

Red-legged Partridge, 8 

Red-necked Grebe, 11 

Red-rumped Swallow, 39 

Redshank, 26 

Redstart, 47 

Red-throated Diver, 8 

Redwing, 45 

Reed Bunting, 53 

Reed Warbler, 41 

Richard’s Pipit, 49 

Ring Ouzel, 45 

Ringed Plover, 20 

Robin, 46 

Rock Pipit, 50 

Rook, 37 

Rose-coloured Starling, 44 

Ruff, 23 

S 

Sabine’s Gull, 27 

Sand Martin, 38 

Sanderling, 23 

Sandwich Tern, 30 

Sedge Warbler, 41 

Shag, 15 

Shelduck, 5 

Short-eared Owl, 33 

Short-toed Lark, 38 

Short-toed Treecreeper, 44 

Shoveler, 6 

Siskin, 52 

Skylark, 38 

Slavonian Grebe, 11 

Snipe, 24 



 

 57 

Snow Bunting, 53 

Solitary Sandpiper, 25 

Song Thrush, 46 

Sooty Shearwater, 9 

Sparrowhawk, 16 

Spoonbill, 11 

Spotted Flycatcher, 46 

Starling, 44 

Stock Dove, 32 

Stone Curlew, 18 

Stonechat, 47 

Storm Petrel, 9 

Swallow, 39 

Swift, 33 

T 

Teal, 6 

Tree Pipit, 49 

Tufted Duck, 7 

Turnstone, 22 

Turtle Dove, 32 

W 

Water Pipit, 49 

Water Rail, 18 

Wheatear, 48 

Whimbrel, 20 

Whinchat, 47 

Whitethroat, 43 

Whooper Swan, 5 

Wigeon, 6 

Willow Warbler, 40 

Wood Warbler, 41 

Woodchat Shrike, 36 

Woodcock, 24 

Woodlark, 38 

Woodpigeon, 32 

Wryneck, 34 

Y 

Yellow Wagtail, 48 

Yellow-browed Warbler, 41 

Yellowhammer, 53 

Yellow-legged Gull, 29 

 


