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Evidence of structures has remained elusive however
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Well, | have now completed my first six months in
office and what a steep learning curve it has been.

The position holds great responsibility but is made
relatively easy by the wonderful support | receive from
the Council members, section secretaries and officers.
| have in the past served on Council but it is only now
that | have really become aware of the extent of the
commitment and dedication, not to mention the energy,
of these wonderful people. | would go as far as to say
that many important aspects of Guernsey would be in
a very sorry state without their endeavours.

| am particularly grateful to my predecessor, Pat Costen,
who was so helpful during my term of vice-president
and has held my hand since my election to the higher
office and continues to do so.

A real tower of strength has been and is our Secretary,
Lawney Martin, who sadly after seventeen years of
loyal and devoted service has given notice of her
intention to retire next June. | know that they say that
no-one is indispensable but it is a fact that some people
are near impossible to replace and Lawney certainly
comes into that category. If there is someone out there
who would be interested in the position (it is salaried)
please let us know. Lawney will be pleased to provide
a job description. Our treasure of a Membership
Secretary, May Teagle, is also stepping down at the
same time after 18 years in a voluntary capacity, but

it appears that we may have someone waiting in the
wings to take her place.

Finally, it is probably usual for an incoming President

to have a personal target and mine is to swell the
Société’'s corporate membership. After all, the Société
contributes so much to making Guernsey such an
attractive place in which to live that | have no doubt
that the many corporate bodies established here will

be more than willing to play their part. The Treasurer
Peter Budwin and | will in the near future be mounting a
concerted campaign to boost that area of membership.

Rodney Collenette
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Mike Meinke has been given a place to run the
gruelling Marathon des Sables in 2013, which involves
a 6-day 1571-mile run across the Sahara desert. Some
700 competitors will have to carry everything they will
need for the duration (apart from a tent) on their backs
in a rucksack (food, clothes, medical kit, sleeping bag
etc). Water is rationed and handed out at each check-
point.

They will experience mid-day temperatures of up to
120°F, and of running or walking on uneven rocky, stony
ground as well as sand dunes.

Mike has generously expressed his wish to raise funds
for conservation and maintenance of the reserves of
La Société Guernesiaise, and a donations “button” has
been created on our website (societe@org.gg).

Please show your support for his dedication in the
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The Annual Sale took place on Sunday 29th May.

For the first time we had a change of venue and the
Professor Shaw Centre at St Martins proved to be
ideal. However, although a lot of members worked
very hard and despite receiving plenty of goods to sell,
our profit was just £734. This is a welcome sum to

add to general funds of course but compared to earlier
years it was disappointing.

There could be many reasons. Having organised
thirteen sales | am standing down and a new, possibly
younger person may inject fresh ideas and vitality into
the venture. The date was over half-term and the day
before the NCCPG Plant Sale. There may be too much
competition nowadays, with, for example, farmer's
markets a popular feature of island life.

Nevertheless sincere thanks to the following:

Lawney, Carol Goodwin and Catherine Peet (standing in
for Julia) on Cakes;

Edith Le Patourel on Teas;

Vanessa Crispini-Adams and Judith Keen on Bric-a-brac;
Denise Thoumine, Ann Dorey and Peter Budwin
on Books; Judy Down and Mary Simmons on Raffle;
Jean and Martin Bienvenu on La Société goods ;

Hazel Hill, Hazel Gray and Kathy Stagg on Plants.

On behalf of La Société | would like to offer particular
thanks to the following plant nurseries whose kind
donations provided a substantial basis for the plant stall:
Cl Plants St Martin, Dell Nursery, Earlswood Nursery,
Guernsey Gardens, Guernsey Clematis Nursery,

Kings Mills Garden Centre.

..and finally a special thank you to Brian Sarre and Dave
Marquand at the Professor Shaw Centre who couldn't
have been kinder and more helpful.

Pat Costen

f/a«c/» 77L/;

This year's trip was organised by myself (Rodney
Collenette) and John Nicolle (mainly the latter) and as a
change the Loire Atlantique Departement was decided
upon from the 1st to the 5th of June.

It was originally planned to hire two nine-seater
mini-buses from St Malo which would have proved
very expensive, but through his connections John
was able to obtain the loan of the Age Concern
fourteen-seater mini-bus, so we were able to drive
onto Condor in the explicitly signed and decorated
bus, much to the amusement (and some
consternation) of the bulk of the party, with the
remainer in my car (much to their consternation also,
no doubt).

Through his browsing of the internet John had come
across a very promising Relais in the small coastal
village of Quimiac, near the town of Guérande, an area
quite well known to both of us, and a recce in April
convinced us that we had made a wise choice;

a small hotel with excellent cuisine and friendly
helpful management.

Due to the Condor sailing time we spent the first night
at the Hotel de la Poste in St.Servan where members
of the party, several of whom had not met before,
were able to relax and get to know each other over

a very pleasant meal in convivial surroundings.

On the Thursday morning we departed for Quimiac,
stopping en route at the beautiful little town of
Rochefort en Terre which overlooks the valley of the
River Guezon and is a four-star 'Ville Fleurie’, where
we enjoyed a picnic lunch, after which we set off for
Quimiac, arriving in the late afternoon in time to enjoy
the first of our splendid evening meals.

On the Friday we visited the market in the square,
acquiring goodies for our picnic lunches and then set
off for the hamlet of Kerhinet which has been created
by the re-erection of buildings, all thatched, from other
parts of the Parc Naturel Régional de Briere to form a
living museum. After lunch we continued to Breca on
the edge of the Marais de Grande Briere where a tour
of this fascinating area had been arranged, firstly with
aride on a ‘caléche’, Sark style, followed by a trip on

a barque (punt) through the famous marshes where
we saw waterfowl, dragonflies and not too many giant
sized mosquitoes. This regional park is the largest
wetland in France covering some 100,000 acres,
criss-crossed by a network of canals.

On Saturday morning we drove, via La Roche Bernard,
to Vannes, parking in the area of Le Port where most of
the party enjoyed café lunches in the sunshine and a
bit of shopping (there had been a very amusing
cross-conversation over breakfast between two
members, one of whom was rather deaf and who
was in the habit of referring to the bus as the van;

you can imagine the confusion when he was told that
we would be lunching in Vannes). After lunch the bulk
of the party drove the short distance to the Sene
peninsula on the Golfe de Morbihan which is part of

a Ramsar Site and a famous bird reserve, with an

It was an extremely hot day with the temperature in
the low forties Celsius, not really conducive to bird
watching, but we did see interesting wader including
avocets and black-winged stilts.

On returning to the hotel several members took the
opportunity of swimming from the nearby beach in
order to cool down; the more sensible of us did so
by means of a cold beer or two.

Sunday was our last day and we set off early for

a guided visit to ‘Terre de Sel’, the sea salt centre.
Unfortunately after four days of glorious sunshine the
heavens opened (just as they had done on a previous
Société visit) and our tour was restricted to the
information centre where we were given a very
informative talk on the amazing salt making-process.
After a lunch in the lovely old walled town of Guérande,
by which time the weather had improved, we set off for
St. Malo where we were able to spend a pleasant hour
before boarding Condor for home.
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Rosemary was born in
Guernsey on 10 March
1932, the daughter of
the prominent
Guernseyman

R.O. Falla, and his wife
Ethel Touzeau.

She was evacuated

to England during

the Occupation, later
becoming qualified in
nursery nursing and
gaining a degree at
Bristol University.

As a Navy wife she
spent some years in
Malta and Australia, returning to live in England and
then Guernsey. Much of her life was spent in helping
young children, setting up playgroups, working to sup-
port single-parent families, and serving as a member of
the Children Board. She worked on the Imperial Cancer
Research Fund's research on Guernsey women.

As a keen gardener Rosemary took a special interest
in botany, and was a member of gardening clubs. She
was a member of La Société Guernesiaise for many
years, and served on the Société Council from 1985 to
1987. She was President of the Workers' Educational
Association from 1998 to 2010.

As Chairman of the Council of Churches she worked for
reconciliation with Biberach, which led to goodwill ex-
changes. As District Ecumenical Officer for the Meth-
odist Church in the Channel Islands she served on the
committee which formulated the Covenant between
the Methodist and Anglican Churches in 2003.

After a two-year illness she died on 26 June 2011,

and leaves two sons (Nick and Simon) and a daughter
(Sarah). She will be remembered for her cheery smile,
her boundless sense of fun, and her enjoyment of all
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The unexpected excavations at St Tugual's Chapel

in Herm kept us very busy through the spring. We
identified at least 38 burials, mostly of children and
adolescents; some of the skeletons were left in situ
but about half were brought to the museum for further
research. Jenny Cataroche is working on these as well
as the three skeletons we excavated from St Martin's
Church last winter. The analyses are ongoing but

the St Martin's Church report is due to be completed
within the next few months. The report will detail the
age and sex profile of the burials, and, where possible,
will give a commentary on any signs of disease in the
skeletons which can give an insight into the health of
the people buried and conditions they may have
suffered from in life.

The Herm ‘Island of the Dead’ Conference in May was
a great success. This was the opportunity to hear the
results of Professor Chris Scarre’s Herm Project.

We enjoyed a day of lectures by the Project team:
Chris Scarre, John Renouf, Duncan Hale, Charlie
French and Rob Scaife. Unfortunately lan Bailiff was
prevented from attending due to fog, but we heard
about the very successful results of his dating of
sediments using a technique known as optically
stimulated luminescence (OSL) and now have some
precise dating for the tomb constructions and the sand
blows which covered them. There were also lectures
placing the Herm Project in its wider context: these
were given by Heather Sebire, Duncan Garrow, Fraser
Sturt, Philip de Jersey, Jenny Cataroche and Barry
Cunliffe. The second day comprised a trip to Herm
where Chris Scarre gave us a tour of the excavation
sites and summed up the discoveries made.
Essentially Herm now has evidence of the

occupation sites of the monument builders, as well
as more accurate dating of the tombs themselves and
a much enhanced understanding of its past landscape
and environment. The final season of excavations has
just commenced and we await the results with
interest.

June saw the first in a series of research excavations
by visiting archaeologists. Dr George Nash (Bristol
University) completed another season of work at the
ruined gallery grave at Delancey. The site must have
been quite damaged when it was discovered in 1919,
and the excavations of Miss Vera Collum in 1932
appear to have removed or disturbed much of the
archaeological deposits. However, some prehistoric
pottery and flint was discovered, along with three blue
beads which are thought to be Bronze Age. Dr Nash
gave a lecture on his work at Delancey, putting the
monument into its wider context both in terms of the
landscape and by comparing it to sites in Jersey.

In July Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe completed another
short season of work in Sark, at two sites: the field
near the Mill where the hoard was found in 1719, and

Both sites revealed significant traces of Bronze Age
settlement and, in the case of the cairn, evidence of
earlier (late Neolithic) occupation as well. From a pit
beneath the cairn came two beautiful flint blades; the
flint - and perhaps the finished artefacts themselves -
was certainly imported and may have come from the
Le Havre area of northern France.

At the time of writing the fourth season of excava-
tions is under way at L'Erée; the site is just above the
small beach on the southern side of the headland.

This project is led by Dr Duncan Garrow (University of
Liverpool) and Dr Fraser Sturt (University of Southamp-
ton). Last year hearths and post-holes were excavated
and this year's trench has been sited adjacent to these
discoveries. The Neolithic people were the first settled
farmers and Guernsey provides an important link
between Britain and continental Europe in studying the
spread of this way of life. In a lecture for La Société
the conclusions from the work at LErée were outlined:
settlement at the site appears to have been temporary,
with the occupants returning repeatedly and perhaps
seasonally. An Early Neolithic occupation of the site
corresponds to the time when the nearby tomb of Le
Creux es Faies was built, while an Early Bronze Age
phase coincides with later use of the tomb.

In August there were two excavation projects in
Alderney: at The Nunnery and Les Rochers. Museum
Director Dr Jason Monaghan led the excavations at
The Nunnery and has been trying to prove conclu-
sively that it was a Roman fort. Having found clear
evidence of the defensive tower which stood within
the curtain walls and Roman pottery and tile, there

is little doubt that this is a fort of the Late Roman
period which has been re-used down the centuries.
The curtain walls actually survive to their full height in
places and include the parapet walkway and crenella-
tions. This is an exceptional state of preservation for a
Roman building and deserves to be much more widely
known. The second project investigated the theory
that there are prehistoric alignments on high ground

in the centre of the island, known as Les Rochers.

The name describes well the boulder-strewn hill. Old
sea charts show Les Rochers with stones set in lines
and it has been thought that these were prehistoric
alignments, later used as seamarks, which have now
been destroyed or lost. The Wildlife Trust has a tree
planting scheme in this area and tree roots can be very
damaging to archaeological deposits. Five trenches
were opened up across the hill, but only a few flints
representing a ‘background’ of prehistoric activity were
recovered. On present evidence we must conclude
that it is likely that the stones shown on the charts
were natural outcrops depicted in a stylised manner.

Work is still ongoing at the prehistoric site west

of the airport. This summer we opened a series of
long narrow trenches close to La Plaisance Road and
uncovered more of the enigmatic ditches which have
characterised this site throughout. Most of them are
dated by finds of pottery and flint to the prehistoric
period and there is no doubt that there is a largely
undisturbed and extensive prehistoric land surface
surviving in this area.

¢ : ] the rubble cairn near Port a la Jument, in the north-
interpretation centre and specially prepared Walkway K

west of the island. / K /
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2-year training leading up to this amazing human effort
Qdonating to his chosen charity. /
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